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GHERARDO FELLONI HAS HIS CAMERA OFF. “It’s because  

I am a mess.” His voice crawls dryly out of  the void. I brace myself  for 

an awkward online video interview with a black screen and unwilling 

subject. How wonderful it is (sometimes) to be proved spectacularly 

wrong. When the shoe designer and creative director at Roger Vivier 

ÆQKS[�PQ[� KIUMZI�WV��PM¼[�_MIZQVO�I�PWWLQM� ZI\PMZ� \PIV�PQ[� [QOVI\]ZM�

KWUJQVI\QWV� WN � I� [PQZ\� IVL� ÆIUJWaIV\� �!\P�KMV\]Za� RM_MTTMZa�� J]\�

he doesn’t look a mess and he wears a warm smile. His penchant for 

antique jewels is just one of  many subjects that he talks about with 

OZMI\� NMZ^W]Z� �¹1�_MIZ� \PMU�WV� \PM� []J_Ia��

JMKI][M� M^MZaWVM� I[[]UM[� \PMa� IZM� NISM	º���

ITWVO�_Q\P�KTI[[QK�ÅTU��LM[QOV�IVL�IZ\�·�ITT�WN �

which inform his work at the luxury brand. 

Felloni is the sort of  charming person you’d 

TQSM�\W�PI^M�I[�I�NZQMVL�·�IT\PW]OP�LWV¼\�PWTL�

your breath for any dinner invitations. 

¹1�LW�VW\�QV^Q\M�UIVa�XMWXTM�\W�Ua�PW][M��

JMKI][M�Q\�Q[�Ua�PW][M�º�PM�[Ia[��I[�\PW]OP�\PQ[�

should be obvious. “I will make Christmas 

LQVVMZ�NWZ�Ua�KTW[M�NZQMVL[��WZ�[WUM\QUM[�QV�[]UUMZ�_M�_QTT�LW�T]VKP�QV�

\PM�OIZLMV��1�TQSM�\W�MV\MZ\IQV�·�J]\�WVTa�WVKM�WZ�\_QKM�I�aMIZ�º

The garden is a huge part of  the reason why Felloni is sitting here 

VW_�QV�PQ[�PWUM�WV�\PM�MLOM�WN �8IZQ[��0M�M`XTIQV[�\PI\�_PMV�PM�ÅZ[\�

UW^ML�PMZM�NZWU�5QTIV��PM�_I[�[XMKQÅKITTa�TWWSQVO�NWZ�I�XZWXMZ\a�_Q\P�

IV� W]\LWWZ� [XIKM� ·� [WUM\PQVO� \PI\� Q[� LQffiK]T\� \W� ÅVL� QV� \PM� .ZMVKP�

KIXQ\IT��0W_M^MZ�� \PMZM¼[�IV�IT\MZVI\Q^M�]VQ^MZ[M�_PMZM�PM�VM^MZ�M^MV�

[\MXXML�\PZW]OP�\PM�LWWZ�WN �\PQ[�\PZMM�[\WZMa�\W_VPW][M��¹1�KIVKMTTML�

\PM�^QM_QVO�NW]Z�\QUM[��<PQ[�PW][M�Q[�QV�\PM���\P�IZZWVLQ[[MUMV\��_PQKP�

Q[�^MZa�NIZ�NZWU�Ua�WffiKM�IVL�\PM�KMV\ZM�WN �\PM�KQ\a��<PM�IOMVKa�SMX\�

KITTQVO�UM�IVL�\MTTQVO�UM�\PI\�1�U][\�[MM�Q\�JMKI][M�Q\�Q[�[W�TW^MTa�º�PM�

KP]KSTM[��¹1�SMX\�[IaQVO�\PI\�1�_W]TL��J]\�\PMV�1�VM^MZ�LQL�º�)�KIVKMTTML�

UMM\QVO�IVL�IV�]VM`XMK\MLTa�MUX\a�[KPML]TM�ÅVITTa�V]LOML�PQU�QV\W�

\PM� VMQOPJW]ZPWWL�� ¹?PMV� 1� IZZQ^ML�� \PM� []V� _I[� [PQVQVO�� KPQTLZMV�

were playing in the streets and [the area] was full of  cats and gardens.  

I saw this house and I said: ‘Okay. I will be back with the cheque 

tonight.’ I had never seen anything that beautiful in Paris.”

<WLIa��\PM�OIZLMV�Q[�[\QTT�PQ[�NI^W]ZQ\M�XTIKM�\W�XI[[�\PM�\QUM��¹?PMV�

\PM�_MI\PMZ�Q[�OWWL��1�IT_Ia[�[Q\�IVL�ZMTI`�W]\[QLM��)VL�\PM�ZWWU�\PI\�

1�TQ^M�QV�\PM�UW[\�Q[�\PM�LQVQVO�ZWWU��_PQKP�PI[�JQO�_QVLW_[�WV\W�\PM�

OIZLMV��I[�_MTT�I[� \PM� \IJTM�_PMZM�1�_WZS�IVL�MI\�º�<PI\� \IJTM�·� TQSM�

UIVa�WN �.MTTWVQ¼[�XW[[M[[QWV[�·�Q[�\PM�XPa[QKIT�UIVQNM[\I\QWV�WN �I�[\WZa��

¹1�JW]OP\�Q\�NZWU�I�UIV�QV�5QTIVW��_PW�JW]OP\�Q\�NZWU�I�\MIKPMZ�_PW�

PIL� KZMI\ML� Q\� QV� \PM� �!��[�º� PM� ZMUMUJMZ[�� ¹C<PM� \MIKPMZE� PIL� [Q`�

KPQTLZMV��[W�PM�KWV[\Z]K\ML�\PQ[�\IJTM�_Q\P�[Q`�LZI_MZ[�IVL�I�PWTM�QV�\PM�

UQLLTM��[W�\PI\�PM�KW]TL�[\IVL�QV�\PM�KMV\ZM�IVL�OQ^M�\PMU�\PMQZ�TM[[WV[�

¹)TT� \PM�XQMKM[� QV�Ua�PW][M�IZM�I�XQMKM�WN �Ua�PMIZ\�º�PM�KWV\QV]M[��

¹*]\�QN �1�PI^M�\W�UMV\QWV�WVM�XIZ\QK]TIZTa�[XMKQIT�XQMKM��Q\¼[�XZWJIJTa�\PM�

Gio Ponti desk in my bedroom.” Finished in deep green Formica and 

\WXXML�_Q\P�I�XMZNMK\Ta�ZW]VL�UQZZWZ��\PQ[�XIZ\QK]TIZ�\ZMI[]ZM�JMOIV�Q\[�

TQNM�QV�8WV\Q¼[�UWV]UMV\�\W�UWLMZVQ[U��\PM�0W\MT�8IZKW�LMQ�8ZQVKQXQ�QV�

;WZZMV\W��¹)�JQO�KWUXIVa�JW]OP\�\PM�PW\MT�IVL�[WTL�ITT�\PM�N]ZVQ\]ZM�·�

\PMa�XZWJIJTa�LQL�VW\�SVW_�_PI\�\PMa�PIL�WV�\PMQZ�PIVL[	º�[Ia[�.MTTWVQ��

OTMMN]TTa��¹;W��1�PIL�\PM�KPIVKM�\W�J]a�\PQ[�LM[S��1\�_I[�IJW]\����aMIZ[�

ago when nobody was caring about Gio Ponti. And then his work had a 

JQO�JWWU��IVL�VW_�Q\¼[�QUXW[[QJTM�\W�J]a�º

<PQ[��IXXIZMV\Ta��Q[�[WUM\PQVO�WN �I�\PMUM�_PMV�Q\�KWUM[�\W�.MTTWVQ¼[�

KPWQKM[��¹1�NMMT�T]KSa�JMKI][M�_PMVM^MZ�1�NMMT�QV\MZM[\ML�QV�[WUM\PQVO�  
This page: Gherardo Felloni with a Victor Vasarely painting that he discovered in an auction house. 

Opposite page: A classical sculpture takes pride of  place among contemporary collectables
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Shoe designer GHERARDO FELLONI  
on the home version of love at first  

sight and the artwork that has taken up 
residence in his three-storey townhouse
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HOW THEY LIVE
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HOW THEY LIVE

“I’M USUALLY ATTRACTED 

TO THINGS THAT ARE

A LITTLE BIT UNEXPECTED”

Clockwise from above: Beloved shoe designs from Felloni’s personal archives are sprinkled with artworks and 

other precious trinkets; a sitting room looks onto the designer’s garden; Felloni’s creations for Dior, Miu Miu 

and Roger Vivier look elegant among his books; Greek sculptures are a recurring theme in this Parisian home G
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Q\¼[�VWZUITTa�VW\� QV�^WO]M�I\� \PI\�UWUMV\�º�PM�[Ia[��¹AW]�SVW_�PW_� 

Q\�Q[�_Q\P�LM[QOV"�[WUM\QUM[�UQL�KMV\]Za�N]ZVQ\]ZM�Q[�ZMITTa�PW\�WV�\PM�

UIZSM\�� IVL� [WUM\QUM[� VWJWLa� KIZM[� IJW]\� Q\�� 1¼U� ][]ITTa� I\\ZIK\ML� 

\W� \PQVO[� \PI\� IZM� I� TQ\\TM� JQ\� ]VM`XMK\ML�� IVL� \PMV� W^MZ� \PM� aMIZ[� 

\PMa� JMKWUM� UI[\MZXQMKM[�º� 7J^QW][Ta�� 1� I[S� PQU� \W� \MTT� ][� ITT� PQ[�

\ZMI[]ZM�P]V\QVO�[MKZM\[�·�J]\�PM¼[�MT][Q^M��¹1\¼[�R][\�I�NMMTQVO�º�PM�[PZ]O[��

¹1� TQSM� \W� UQ`� \PQVO[� \PI\� IZM� VW\� ][]ITTa� []XXW[ML� \W� OW� \WOM\PMZ�� 

TQSM� LM[QOV[� NZWU� LQffMZMV\� MXWKP[�� 1\¼[� ZMITTa� QV[\QVK\Q^M� IVL� \PMZM� 

Q[�VW�TWOQK��?PMV�aW]�KZMI\M�IV�QV\MZQWZ��\PM�ZQ[S�Q[�\W�LW�Q\�\WW�XMZNMK\Ta�

and then you have this problem where it feels cold and unreal. A house 

has to look alive.”

His approach to art is equally intuitive. “I don’t go out searching for 

XQMKM[��IVL�1�LWV¼\�\PQVS�\WW�U]KP�_PMV�1�J]a�\PMU��1�TM\�\PMU�KWUM�

to me.” The luminous Victor Vasarely painting that hangs between 

\_W� �!��[� OTI[[� [KWVKM[� NZWU� 5QTIV� +MV\ZITM� ZIQT_Ia� [\I\QWV� _I[�

LQ[KW^MZML� QV�IV� 1\ITQIV�I]K\QWV�PW][M��I[�_MZM� \PM�_WZS[�Ja�I^IV\�

garde artist Enrico Castellani.

1V�\PM�LQVQVO�ZWWU��I�XWZ\ZIQ\�Ja�6QKWTI[�8IZ\a�_I\KPM[�_IZQTa�W^MZ�

\PM� \MIKPMZ¼[� WTL� \IJTM�� 1\¼[� WVM� WN � \_W� ¹[]XMZ�XZMKQW][º� XQMKM[� Ja�

\PM� ;_Q[[� IZ\Q[\� QV� .MTTWVQ¼[� KWTTMK\QWV�� 0M� JW]OP\� \PM� ÅZ[\� NZWU� \PM�

.ZIVKM[KI�3I]NUIVV�/ITTMZa�QV�5QTIV��IVL�VI\]ZITTa�\PMZM¼[�I�\ITM�\W�OW� 

_Q\P� \PM�LQ[KW^MZa�� ¹.ZIVKM[KI� Q[�Ua� NZQMVL�� IVL� 1�UM\�6QKWTI[�_PMV�

PM� _I[� LWQVO� PQ[� ÅZ[\� M`PQJQ\QWV� QV� 5QTIVW�º� .MTTWVQ� ZMKITT[�� ¹1� PIL� 

the chance to have lunch with him and really fall under his charm.  

1¼U� VW\� ][]ITTa� I� NIV� WN � ÅO]ZI\Q^M� IZ\�� J]\� 1� NMT\� TQSM� PM� _I[� LWQVO�

[WUM\PQVO� \PI\� VW�WVM� PIL� LWVM� JMNWZM� QV� XIQV\QVO� ·� _PQKP� Q[� 

XZM\\a�LQffiK]T\�\W�IKPQM^M�º

Felloni was immediately drawn to the way that Party combined 

KWV\MUXWZIZa�[\aTM�_Q\P�PQ[\WZQKIT�ZMNMZMVKM[��_PQKP�[W]VL[�I�TQ\\TM�TQSM�

a certain shoe designer and a certain shoe designer’s eclectic Parisian 

\W_VPW][M�� ¹*]\� LMKWZI\QVO� I� PW][M� Q[� ^MZa� LQffMZMV\� \W� Ua� _WZS��

JMKI][M�Ua�PW][M�Q[�ZMITTa�XMZ[WVIT�º�PM�QV[Q[\[��¹<PMZM�Q[�VW�J][QVM[[�

PMZM��[W�\PMZM�IZM�VW�Z]TM[�º�0M�XI][M[�\PW]OP\N]TTa��¹7N �KW]Z[M��\PMZM�

Q[�[WUM�TQVS�JMKI][M�Ua�JZIQV�Q[�WVM�JZIQV��<PM�UMKPIVQ[U�Q[�\PM�[IUM��

so the way I create is the same. I always try to impress myself  before  

I impress anyone else.”

)[XMK\[�WN �.MTTWVQ¼[�_WZS�TQNM�LW�ÅVL�\PMQZ�_Ia�QV\W�\PM�KWZVMZ�WN �PQ[�

[IVK\]IZa� QV� \PM� NWZU�WN �PQ[� QUXZM[[Q^M�KWTTMK\QWV�WN �[PWM[��_PQKP�PM�

LQ[XTIa[�WV�[PMT^M[�IVL�ITWVO[QLM�IVKQMV\�/ZMMS�[\aTM�J][\[�I[� \PW]OP�

\PMa�IZM�_WZS[�WN �IZ\��¹1�PI^M�[WUM�:WOMZ�>Q^QMZ�[PWM[�NZWU�\PM��!��[�

IVL��!��[��_PQKP�1�JW]OP\�I\�IV�I]K\QWV�QV�8IZQ[��<PMV�1�PI^M�I�NM_�

XQMKM[�Ja�+PIZTM[�2W]ZLIV��IVW\PMZ�OMVQ][�WN �[PWM[��*]\� \PM�UIRWZQ\a�

IZM�Ua� W_V� LM[QOV[��AMIZ[� IOW�� 1� [\IZ\ML� \W� SMMX�Ua� NI^W]ZQ\M� XQMKM�

NZWU�MIKP�KWTTMK\QWV��1¼L�J]a�Q\�QV�\PM�[\WZM��[W�Q\¼[�ITT�XZWXMZ	º�PM�ILL[��

quickly. His collection encompasses shoes from his time at Miu Miu 

IVL�,QWZ��I[�_MTT�I[�PQ[�UW[\�ZMKMV\�KZMI\QWV[�NWZ�:WOMZ�>Q^QMZ��¹1\¼[�[W� 

1� LWV¼\� NWZOM\�º� PM� M`XTIQV[�� ¹)VL� _PMV� 1� IU� WTL�� 1� _QTT� [\QTT� PI^M�

[WUM\PQVO�\W�ZMUQVL�UM�WN �\PQ[�VQOP\UIZM�WN �NI[PQWV�º�0M�TI]OP[�I�TW]L�� 

OWWL�VI\]ZML�TI]OP��

)VL�_PMV� \PI\� ¹VQOP\UIZMº� Q[� ITT� W^MZ�� XMZPIX[�.MTTWVQ�

_QTT�[\QTT�JM�[Q\\QVO�QV�PQ[�TQ\\TM�OIZLMV�QV�8IZQ[��X]Z[]QVO�\PM�

dream that has been in the back of  his mind since 

childhood. “I always wanted to be an architect. I think that 

M^MZa\PQVO�Q[�TQVSML�\W�IZKPQ\MK\]ZM��M^MV�\PM�PMMT�IVL�TI[\�

WN �I�[PWM�º�PM�M`XTIQV[��¹1\¼[�[WUM\PQVO�\PI\�1�_W]TL�TW^M�\W�

LW�� J]\� 1� \PQVS� Q\� _W]TL� JM� JM\\MZ� _PMV� 1� IU� WTL�º� PM�

chuckles. “There is always time to be an architect.”

Scan the QR code  

to shop the latest  

Roger Vivier shoes

From top: A Nicolas Party portrait examines Vico Magistretti’s dining chairs;  

tactile textures and natural tones create a relaxing atmosphere in this seating area;  

a Gio Ponti desk sets the teal tone in Felloni’s bedroom
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