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Portobello Road purchases, life in Shepherd’s Bush 
and early trips to Harrods; fashion director turned 

entrepreneur LUCINDA CHAMBERS reveals all

ONCE UPON A TIME at boarding school, Lucinda Chambers 

received a letter from Harrods’ chief  store detective – a gentleman by 

\PM�VIUM�WN �2�+TMI^MZ�4WWXPWTM�·�VW\QNaQVO�PMZ�\PI\�I�£����ÅVM�_I[�\W�

be charged to her mother’s account. Young Chambers’ crime? Parking 

PMZ�JQKaKTM�QV�\PM�[\WZM¼[�XPIZUIKa�_PQTM�[PM�JZW_[ML�\PM�_WUMV[_MIZ�

LMXIZ\UMV\�� ¹1V� \PW[M� LIa[�� Q\� UIa� I[� _MTT� PI^M� JMMV� £�������º�

+PIUJMZ[� ZMUMUJMZ[�� I[� _M� [\IVL� QV� PMZ� []V�LIXXTML� OIZLMV�� 

¹1�KW]TLV¼\�ILUQ\�Q\�\W�Ua�UW\PMZ�JMKI][M�1�\PW]OP\�[PM�_W]TL�SQTT�UM�º

)N\MZ� I� NM_�_MMS[� WN � TQ^QVO� QV� IJRMK\� NMIZ��+PIUJMZ[�LQ[KW^MZML� \PI\�

\PM�TM\\MZ�_I[�I�KWUXTM\M�NIJZQKI\QWV��XMVVML�Ja�I�NIUQTa�NZQMVL�_PW�PIL�

[WUMPW_�OW\�PWTL�WN �0IZZWL[�PMILML�XIXMZ��¹1�[PW]TL�PI^M�SVW_V�Q\�_I[�

I�RWSM�º�[PM�[Ia[��OWWL�VI\]ZMLTa��¹1�UMIV��J Cleaver Loophole? But I never 

\WWS�Ua�JQKaKTM�\W�0IZZWL[�IOIQV�º�4]KSQTa��[PM�_I[�IT_Ia[�KTW[M�MVW]OP�

\W�_ITS��)[�+PIUJMZ[�\MTT[�Q\��PMZ�NIUQTa�PIL�UW^ML�� �\QUM[�Ja�\PM�\QUM�

[PM�\]ZVML�� ��J]\�IT_Ia[�_Q\PQV�[\ZWTTQVO�LQ[\IVKM�WN �0IZZWL[�IVL�\PM�

*ZWUX\WV�7ZI\WZa�� ¹5a�UW\PMZ�_I[� MQ\PMZ� [PWXXQVO�WZ�XZIaQVO�º� [PM�

[Ia[��_ZaTa��¹1�][ML�\W�OW�\W�0IZZWL[�M^MZa�LIa�\W�R][\�TWWS�I\�\PM�KTW\PM[��

1¼L�\Za�[WUM\PQVO�WV��UMI[]ZM�Q\��IVL�\PMV�UISM�Ua�W_V�^MZ[QWV�º�;PM�

XI][M[��¹*]\�LWV¼\�\MTT�IVaJWLa�IJW]\�\PI\�º�;WZZa��4]KQVLI��

1�XW[Q\�\PI\�OZW_QVO�]X�WV�\PM�UW^M�U][\�PI^M�[WUM�TI[\QVO�QUXIK\�

on your perception of  ‘home’. Chambers inclines her head in response. 

¹?MTT��Ja�KWV\ZI[\��Ua�P][JIVL�IVL�1�PI^M�[\IaML�PMZM�NWZ����aMIZ[�º�

¹0MZMº� Q[� \PMQZ� Å^M�JMLZWWU� -L_IZLQIV� PW][M� QV� ;PMXPMZL¼[� *][P��

_PMZM�_M�VW_�[Q\��)VL�\WLIa�Q\�Q[�I�XTIKM�_PMZM�+PIUJMZ[�MVRWa[�_PI\�

[PM�KITT[�¹[IQTQVO� QV\W�KITUMZ�_I\MZ[º��_PQKP� [MMU[� \W� QV^WT^M�I�OZMI\�

LMIT�WN �OIZLMVQVO�IVL�QV\QUI\M�LQVVMZ[�_Q\P�KTW[M�NZQMVL[��6W\�\PI\�[PM¼[�

ZM\QZML��WN �KW]Z[M��;QVKM�[PM�TMN\�PMZ�XW[\�I[�NI[PQWV�LQZMK\WZ�WN �*ZQ\Q[P�

Vogue��+PIUJMZ[�PI[�KW�NW]VLML�\_W�VM_�^MV\]ZM["�[PWXXQVO�XTI\NWZU�

Collagerie, and innovative lifestyle brand Colville. Doesn’t exactly 

[W]VL�TQSM�¹KITUMZ�_I\MZ[º�\W�UM��J]\�XMZPIX[�M^MZa\PQVO�NMMT[�KITU�QV�

KWUXIZQ[WV�\W�ZIQ[QVO�\PZMM� �VW_�IL]T\��[WV[��¹?M�_MZM�^MZa� T]KSa�\W�

ÅVL�[WUM_PMZM�TQSM�\PQ[�[W�KTW[M�\W�KMV\ZIT�4WVLWV#�[WUM_PMZM�\PI\�

This page, top: A small selection of Lucinda Chambers’ extensive collection of ceramics peeks out from a 

corner; bottom: The shelves in her bedroom are a repository for an eclectic assortment of books and curios.

7XXW[Q\M�XIOM"�<PM�IQZa�JIKS�ZWWU�WffiKM�Q[�\PM�LM[QOVI\ML�[XIKM�NWZ�WJRMK\[�\PI\�IZM�_IQ\QVO�\W�ÅVL�I� 

permanent spot – and is used to store items that Chambers plans to transport to her home in France
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“I OFTEN SAY THAT

PAINTING A ROOM

IS LIKE POSH DUSTING”

This page, from top right: 

Chambers pottering in her garden – 

something she says she’s “literally 

spent my life doing”; the penchant 

for ceramics is clearly illustrated by 

a vast array of mismatched plates 

and cups; colours and patterns  

in perfect harmony in one of the 

NIUQTa�PWUM¼[�Å^M�JMLZWWU[�

Opposite page: Alongside a 

XQVS�IVL�VI^a�R]\M�KIZXM\�UILM�

Ja�I�_WUIV�QV�*IVOTILM[P�Q[�\PM�

irresistible ‘super shag rug’, one of 

several dotted around the house

_M�KW]TL�OZW_�I� NIUQTa�º�[PM�[Ia[��¹?M�LW�\PQVS�IJW]\�UW^QVO�\W�IV�

IXIZ\UMV\�WVM�LIa��J]\�1¼U�VW\�ZMILa�\W�OQ^M�]X�\PM�OIZLMV�aM\�º

;\IaQVO�[\QTT�LWM[V¼\��\PW]OP��UMIV�[\IaQVO�\PM�[IUM��)[�QV�UW[\�NIUQTa�

PWUM[�� aW]� KIV¼\� \]ZV� I� KWZVMZ� _Q\PW]\� Z]VVQVO� QV\W� \PM� [\IZ\� WN � IV�

WTL�[\WZa�WZ�I�ZMUQVLMZ�WN �\PM�XI[[QVO�WN �\QUM��1V�\PM�SQ\KPMV�·�_PMZM�

+PIUJMZ[�XW]Z[�R]O[�WN �R]QKM�NWZ�\PM�KZM_�IVL�\MTT[�][�ITT�\W�PMTX�W]Z[MT^M[�

\W� IVa\PQVO� ·� \PM� _ITT[� IZM� XIXMZML� _Q\P� 8WTIZWQL� XQK\]ZM[�� KPQTLZMV¼[�

LZI_QVO[��IVL�P]VLZML[�WN �PIVL_ZQ\\MV�VW\M[�IVL�KIZL[�NZWU�NZQMVL[��7V�

WVM�[QLM�WN �\PM�LWWZ_Ia��\PM�_ITT�Q[�[KZQJJTML�_Q\P�XMVKQT�UIZS[�LMVW\QVO�

PMQOP\[��VIUM[�IVL�LI\M[�NZWU�IJW]\������\W�������7V�\PM�W\PMZ��I�KPIQZ�

[Q\[�]VLMZ�I�NZIUML�QUXZM[[QWV�WN �I�ZIXM[MML�ÅMTL�IVL�I�PMI^a�OZMa�[Sa��

+PIUJMZ[�XWQV\[� QV�Q\[�OMVMZIT�LQZMK\QWV��¹<PI\�_ITT�_I[�WVKM�KW^MZML�

in cards too, but they started dropping on people’s heads every time they 

[I\�QV�\PM�KPIQZ��1�OW\�NML�]X�_Q\P�Q\�º�)VL�\PM�IZ\_WZS'�¹<PI\¼[�IV�Q8IL�

XIQV\QVO�Ja�+PIZTW\\M�.IJMZ�5IZIQ[��_PW�Q[�JZQTTQIV\��;PM�XIQV\ML�\PQ[�_Q\P�

PMZ�TMN\�PIVL�IN\MZ�[PM�PIL�I�[\ZWSM��1�ZMITTa�TQSML�\PM�KWTW]Z[�º

In each act of  the Chambers family home, colour has played a 

LMÅVQVO�ZWTM��<PM�LW_V[\IQZ[�TQ^QVO�ZWWU�Q[�I�OWWL�M`IUXTM��1\[�_ITT[�

are currently an unforgettable combination of  postbox red and bright 

aMTTW_��J]\�XI[\�Q\MZI\QWV[�WN �\PM�ZWWU�LQLV¼\�VMML�\PM�M`\ZI�M`]JMZIVKM��

¹<PQ[�Q[�W]Z�<>�ZWWU�VW_��J]\�JIKS�_PMV�Q\�_I[�Ua�[WV[¼�XTIaZWWU��

_M� R][\�XIQV\ML�M^MZa\PQVO�_PQ\M��<PMZM�_I[�ITZMILa� [W�U]KP�KWTW]Z�

JMKI][M�WN �ITT�\PMQZ�\Wa[�IVL�[\]ff	º�<PM�+PIUJMZ[¼�aW]VOM[\�[WV�XQKSML�

\PM�K]ZZMV\�[KPMUM��¹1�\PQVS�PM�JI[QKITTa�_IV\ML�M^MZa\PQVO�\W�TWWS�TQSM�

4MOW�º�[PM�M`XTIQV[��¹*]\�1¼U�IT_Ia[�WXMV�\W�[]OOM[\QWV[��IVL�\PM�NIK\�

\PI\�\PQ[�WVM�PIXXMVML�\W�KWUM�NZWU�I����aMIZ�WTL�_I[�ÅVM�Ja�UM�º

¹1� WN\MV� [Ia� \PI\� XIQV\QVO� I� ZWWU� Q[� TQSM� XW[P� L][\QVO�º� +PIUJMZ[�

KWV\QV]M[��¹1N �aW]¼ZM�VW\�PIXXa�_Q\P� \PM� [PILM��LWV¼\� [\ZM[[��AW]�KIV�

IT_Ia[� XIQV\� W^MZ� Q\�º�0MZ� IL^QKM� \W� I^WQL� []KP�LQ[IXXWQV\UMV\� Q[� \W�

X]\�]X�P]OM�[_I\KPM[�IVL�_I\KP�PW_�\PMa�ZMIK\�\W�\PM�TQOP\�I\�LQffMZMV\�

points of  the day. “Then hold up your favourite picture and try to echo 

[WUM�WN �Q\[�\WVM[��1N �aW]�KIV�ÅVL�I�\PZMIL�WN �I�KMZ\IQV�KWTW]Z��aW]�KIV�

NWTTW_� Q\� \PZW]OP� \PM� ZM[\�WN �aW]Z�IKKM[[WZQM[��<PI\�_QTT�LZI_� \PM�MaM�

IVL�OM\�LQffMZMV\� KWTW]Z[� \ITSQVO�º�;]ZZW]VLML�Ja� [KIZTM\�_ITT[��VI^a�

IVL�XQVS�OMWUM\ZQK�XI\\MZVML�KIZXM\[��IVL�I�KIKWXPWVa�WN �XI[\MT�P]ML�

XW[\MZ[�� 1�ILUQZM� \PM�_Ia� \PI\� [PM� Q[�IJTM� \W�UI\KP� \PM�]VUI\KPIJTM��

¹1\¼[�LMÅVQ\MTa�VW\�LMTQJMZI\M�º�[PM�[Ia[��[TW_Ta��¹8MZPIX[�Q\�ITT�JMKWUM[�

MI[QMZ�I[�aW]�OM\�WTLMZ��JMKI][M�\PMZM�Q[�TM[[�_WZZa�IVL�UWZM�MVRWaUMV\��

1�\PQVS�Q\¼[�ZMITTa�QUXWZ\IV\�\W�M`XMZQUMV\��1\¼[�\PM�[IUM�_Q\P�KTW\PM[�·�Q\�

\WWS�UM�I�TWVO�\QUM�IVL�I�TW\�WN �UQ[\ISM[�JMNWZM�1�NW]VL�Ua�[\aTM�º�

1\�_QTT� KWUM�I[�VW� []ZXZQ[M� \W�PMIZ� \PI\�+PIUJMZ[¼� ZMTI\QWV[PQX�_Q\P�

NI[PQWV� Q[� ¹KWRWQVMLº� _Q\P� PMZ� IXXZWIKP� \W� QV\MZQWZ[�� ¹1\¼[� ITT� IJW]\�

LMKWZI\QWV�º� [PM� [Ia[�� ¹)V� W]\_IZL� M`XZM[[QWV� WN � PW_� WVM� NMMT[�
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internally. That’s why when people say that fashion and design are not 

[MZQW][�\PQVO[��1�PI^M�\W�JMO�\W�LQffMZ��JMKI][M�1�\PQVS�\PMa�KIV�JM�^MZa�

UMIVQVON]T��1�SVW_�Q\�KIV�IT[W�JM�I�[W]ZKM�WN �IV`QM\a��IVL�\PI\¼[�_Pa�1�TQSM�

\W�[PW_�XMWXTM�PW_�MI[a�Q\�Q[�\W�\_MIS�\PQVO[��1�R][\�TW^M�UISQVO�KPIVOM[�º�

4QSM�I�^QJZIV\�\PZMIL�WN �KWTW]Z��+PIUJMZ[�\ZIKM[�PMZ�TW^M�WN �»\_MISQVO�

\PQVO[¼� JIKS� \W�PMZ�VWUILQK�_M[\�4WVLWV� aW]\P�� ¹5a�XIZMV\[�_W]TL�

ZMVW^I\M�MIKP�PW][M�_M�TQ^ML�QV�̂ MZa�LQffMZMV\Ta�º�[PM�ZMUMUJMZ[��¹7VKM��

we lived in a mews house that was very 1960s, with low leather furniture 

IVL�XTMV\a�WN �OTI[[�IVL�KPZWUM�\IJTM[��<PMV�_M�UW^ML�\W�I�PW][M�WV�

+PMaVM�?ITS�\PI\�_I[�\W\ITTa�:WKWKW��1\�OI^M�UM�I�KMZ\IQV�NZMMLWU�WN �

[\aTM�·�\PM�QLMI�\PI\�aW]�KW]TL�SQVL�WN �\ISM�\PM�\MUXMZI\]ZM�WN �I�ZWWU��

[MM� _PI\� _W]TL� []Q\� Q\[� XZWXWZ\QWV[� IVL� \PMV� IK\� IKKWZLQVOTa�� 1\� _I[�

TQJMZI\QVO��1� [\QTT� TW^M�ITT� [WZ\[�WN �LQffMZMV\�[\aTM[�� NZWU�OZIXPQK�XI\\MZV[�

IVL�[\ZQXM[�\W�5QIUQ�XZQV\[�IVL�KPQV\b�·�I[�aW]�KIV�[MM�º�;PM�QVLQKI\M[�

\PM�[WNI�\PI\�1�PI^M�QVMTMOIV\Ta�[]VS�QV\W"�I�ÆWZIT�JMPMUW\P�LW\\ML�_Q\P�

KTI[PQVO�K][PQWV[�\PI\�[WUMPW_�UISM�I�KWPMZMV\�OZW]X��¹1�LWV¼\�ZMITTa�

PI^M�I�[M\�IXXZWIKP��1�R][\�NWTTW_�Ua�VW[M�IVL�NITT�QV�TW^M�_Q\P�\PQVO[�º

+PIUJMZ[� ZMKITT[� PMZ�UW\PMZ¼[� IXXZWIKP� \W� PWUM� \ZIV[NWZUI\QWV[��

¹7VM� \QUM�º� [PM� [Ia[��¹[PM�J]QT\�I�LZa�[\WVM�_ITT��;PM� TW^ML� \W�UISM�

\PQVO[�� IVL� 1¼U� \PM� [IUM�º� ;PM� \ISM[� UM� \PZW]OP� I� K]ZZMV\� XZWRMK\�

QV^WT^QVO�I� [MZQM[�WN ��!\P�KMV\]Za�XIQV\QVO[�WN � MOO[��_PQKP� [PM�XTIV[�

\W� NZIUM�IVL�LQ[XTIa�� ¹1¼L� TW^M� \W� SVW_� \PM�X[aKPWTWOa�WN � KWTTMK\QVO��

JMKI][M� 1� ÅVL� Q\� ^MZa� KWUNWZ\QVO�� <PMZM¼[� [WUM\PQVO� IJW]\� PI^QVO�

[WUM\PQVO� \W� TWWS�W]\� NWZ°º�+PIUJMZ[�ÆQKS[�I�PIVL�I\� \PM� ZW_[�WN �

NZIUML�\M`\QTM[�\PI\�_IQ\�MQ\PMZ�[QLM�WN �\PM�JIa�_QVLW_��¹4QSM�\PM[M�WTL�

_ITTXIXMZ�[IUXTM[�NZWU�8WZ\WJMTTW�:WIL��1�KW]TL�WVTa�IffWZL�WVM�I\�I�

\QUM��J]\�M^MV\]ITTa�1�PIL�MVW]OP�\W�UISM�I�LQ[XTIa�º�

.]Z\PMZ�M^QLMVKM�WN �+PIUJMZ[¼�UIOXQM�TQSM�\MVLMVKQM[�Q[�VW\�LQffiK]T\�

\W�ÅVL��;PM�PI[� I�XMVKPIV\� NWZ� IVa\PQVO�_QKSMZ�� NZWU�^QV\IOM� KPIQZ[�

\W� \PM�[MTMK\QWV�WN �JW_T[� \PI\� [Q\�WV� \PM�OWTLMV�LQVQVO�ZWWU�_ITT� TQSM�

KZ]UJ[�QV�_IZU�J]\\MZ��*M[QLM�\PW[M��aW]¼TT�[XW\�I�TIUX[PILM�_ZIXXML�

QV�I�[MTMK\QWV�WN �KTI[PQVO�VMKS\QM[�OIZVMZML�QV��aW]�O]M[[ML�Q\��8WZ\WJMTTW�

:WIL��*IKS� QV� \PM� SQ\KPMV�� I� K]XJWIZL�WXMV[� \W� ZM^MIT� I� ZM[\I]ZIV\�

_WZ\Pa�PWIZL�WN �VIXSQV[�IVL� \IJTM� TQVMV[��)VL�_PMV�+PIUJMZ[� \MTT[�

UM�[PM�TW^M[�KMZIUQK[��Q\¼[�ZI\PMZ�[\I\QVO�\PM�WJ^QW]["�QV�I�ZIKS�IJW^M�\PM�

SQ\KPMV�[QVS��LWbMV[�WN �XTI\M[�TQVM�]X�TQSM�I�JIVL�WN �MZZI\QKITTa�LZM[[ML�

[WTLQMZ[�� ¹6W\PQVO� ZMITTa� UI\KPM[�º� [PM� [QOP[�� NWVLTa� XT]KSQVO� WVM�

XIZ\QK]TIZ�LQ[P�NZWU�\PM�NZIa"�I�KZQ[X�_PQ\M�LM[QOV�_Q\P�I�PIVL�XIQV\ML�

UW\QN �QV�OZMMV��NZM[PTa�XZWK]ZML�NZWU�I�TWKIT�KMZIUQKQ[\�QV�5IZJMTTI�

¹,QIVI�>ZMMTIVL�NIUW][Ta�[IQL��»<PM�MaM�PI[�\W�\ZI^MT�¼º�[PM�KWV\QV]M[��

¹1¼̂ M�JMMV�[W�T]KSa�\W�PI^M�I�RWJ�_PMZM�1¼̂ M�IT_Ia[�\ZI^MTTML��)VL�1�TW^M�

[PWXXQVO��1¼U�VW\�OWQVO�\W�TQM��1�TW^M�UIZSM\[��ÆMI�UIZSM\[��LMXIZ\UMV\�

[\WZM[��JW]\QY]M�[PWX[��IVa\PQVO��1\¼[�\PM�[PMMZ�RWa�WN �LQ[KW^MZa��WN �ÅVLQVO�

[WUM\PQVO�VWJWLa�MT[M�PI[�º�;PM� \]ZV[�MIZVM[\Ta� \W�UM��¹6W\� \PI\� 1¼U�

KWUXM\Q\Q^M��JMKI][M�1�IT[W�TW^M�\W�[PIZM�_PI\�1�ÅVL°�1�XZWUW\M�IZ\Q[IV[�

IZW]VL�\PM�_WZTL�º�<PQ[��1�LW�VW\�LW]J\��1\¼[�_PI\�+WT^QTTM�IVL�+WTTIOMZQM�

IZM�ITT�IJW]\��IN\MZ�ITT��+PIUJMZ[�PI[�ITZMILa�[WTL�UM�WV�\PM�»[]XMZ�[PIO�

Z]O[¼�\PI\�P]O�\PM�ÆWWZ[�QV�^IZQW][�ZWWU[��¹<PMa¼ZM�KZMI\ML�Ja�I�[QVOTM�

IZ\Q[IV� QV�<]ZSMa	�0M¼[� PIL� \W� \ISM� WV� IV� IXXZMV\QKM� [QVKM�_M� [\IZ\ML�

[MTTQVO�\PMU�I\�+WT^QTTMº���I[�_MTT�I[�\PM�R]\M�KIZXM\[�UILM�Ja�I�_WUIV�QV�

,PISI��*IVOTILM[P��_PWU�+PIUJMZ[�JMNZQMVLML�W^MZ�I�T]VKP�

¹?MQZLTa��1¼U�VW\�^MZa�UI\MZQITQ[\QK�º�[PM�[Ia[��¹1¼̂ M�OW\�I�TW\�WN �[\]ff��

J]\�1¼U�PIXXa�NWZ� Q\� \W�KWUM�NWZ�I�_PQTM�IVL�\PMV�OW�\W�PI^M�IVW\PMZ�

TQNM�[WUM_PMZM�MT[M��1�TW^M�ZMIZZIVOQVO�\PQVO[��IVL�1�TW^M�XW\\MZQVO�º�;PM�

TWWS[� []LLMVTa�OTMMN]T��¹)K\]ITTa�� 1� ZMIL� \PM�W\PMZ�LIa� \PI\�XW\\MZQVO� Q[�

ZMITTa�OWWL�NWZ�\PM�UQVL��1�\PW]OP\�\PI\�_I[�[W�M`KQ\QVO�JMKI][M�Q\¼[�literally 

_PI\�1¼̂ M�[XMV\�Ua�TQNM�LWQVO�º�)VL�_Pa�VW\'�2][\�I[� TWVO�I[�2�+TMI^MZ�

4WWXPWTM��KPQMN �[\WZM�LM\MK\Q^M��LWM[V¼\�KI\KP�aW]�I\�Q\�

This page, from top: 

Wallpaper samples from 

Portobello Road create 

artwork in the living 

room; packed shelves in 

the elegant Edwardian 

house’s library.

Opposite page: The 

Collagerie and Colville 

co-founder brings a  

touch of her much-loved 

garden into the kitchen

“I LOVE SHOPPING, I’M NOT
GOING TO LIE… THE

SHEER JOY OF DISCOVERY”
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